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Climate Change Article Responses as at 5th August 2021 
 
These are the responses to the article received to date. There have been a couple of Facebook posts also related to this with varying views. 
Of the responses below the vast majority are from residents I have not had contact with before. 

 
 

Ref Comment 

1 I found this article thoroughly depressing, not that the council is suggesting an emergency but that you have actually 
listed that a drawback would be financial, is this the world we have come to, we are too afraid to step out and make a 
change because of money, a change that will impact generations, the thousands of children that attend nursery’s and 
schools in Aylsham are growing up in a world that they, and their children will not be able to enjoy because we were 
afraid to spend a bit of money in safeguarding their future?  
It isn’t shouldn’t be being asked, it IS and emergency 

2 Thank you so much for launching this - has given me so much hope and feeling of pride to be an Aylsham resident. For 
me this is a no brainer. Of course we have to go full steam ahead with any climate change mitigation policies and 
initiatives. I don’t believe that this can happen without the leadership and support of local and central authorities.  It 
must be made easier for local people to act sustainably, to have basic information and provision so that they can do 
their bit (for example, where to recycle food waste, crisp packets and other materials that cannot currently go into 
the recycling bin). There was a push to make Aylsham plastic bag free - much has been undermined by the pandemic 
but really, we have no choice but to invest in our future - and that future can only be a sustainable one. I agree that 
scare tactics can be counterproductive but your article it seems to me is inspiring, practical and a reasonable and 
achievable call to action. 

3 I would like to express my enthusiasm for the proposed declaration of a Climate Emergency by Aylsham town 
council.  
 
I believe that this will be the defining issue of our generation, far more so than covid as hard as that is to believe right 
now. 
 
Everything that can be done must be done on every level from the individual through all levels of government and 
across corporations and global alliances to avert the worst of what is sadly inevitable unless we all make changes to 
our lifestyles and expectations. I am ready for this and I believe an increasing number of others are also.  
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I am baffled by those who say we shouldn’t be using the term emergency. The changes that are already occurring are 
causing fatal weather events across the world, will lead to sea level rise that will displace thousands of Norfolk 
residents and threaten harvests, increase food prices and will lead to mass migration from large parts of the world 
that will soon be uninhabitable. This is no longer a matter of opinion, it is scientific fact and means it would be 
irresponsible to call this emergency by any other name. Those who believe we can recycle our way out of this, or 
tweak round the edges with technological solutions that allow us to carry on as before are sadly mistaken. We all 
need to change and yes, make sacrifices. But if we don't the changes that will occur will force us to burden the next 
generation with unthinkable hardship. 
 
I have a son of 7 and a daughter of 5 and what drives me to want to take action is the knowledge that they will look 
back in their lifetime and ask me "what did you do when you knew this was going to happen?" And I want to be able 
to look them in the eye and say I did everything I could. Like all parents I do everything I can to ensure they have a 
happy and healthy life ahead of them so to ignore this issue is inconceivable.  
 
 Action is needed however, not rhetoric. I am pleased to hear the ideas muted in Just Aylsham and have some 
comments on a few of them: 
 
Group buying of renewables: I have recently bought solar panels for my house with the solar together scheme run by 
BDC and this saved me a considerable amount on the purchase and installation. Anything that could be done to 
support this in Aylsham would be great. 
 
Lift sharing: I also until recently needed to commute to Norwich for work and took the bus where I could but often 
needed to take the airport park and ride as the buses were much more frequent. I would then hop in my car and drive 
form thereto Aylsham, often following the car in front of me all the way! I put my journey on a great website called 
liftshare but never had any response. Perhaps this could be extended/ promoted somehow. 
 
I also know that the Norfolk car club run a great scheme in the city for hiring cars by the hour and these are often 
electric. I know they would like to expand but need a baseline level of demand first to enable them to do so. I wonder 
how many Aylsham residents would sign up for this if they knew more about it. 
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A slightly less exciting way the council could make a significant difference would be to look at its investments. Our 
money is so powerful in terms of global influence and if we refuse to invest or bank with those who continue to 
finance fossils fuels (like Barclays and others) and other climate damaging businesses then we are supporting the very 
thing we are declaring we wish to halt. There are other options such as Triodos bank and ethical investment funds 
that could have huge impact without needing to do much at all. 
 
Finally, I'd like to thank you for reading this and for your bravery to speak up about this. I am proud to live in a town 
that is forward looking and takes responsibility for its actions so let's call a spade a spade and tell it like it is. 
 
There is a Climate Emergency and every decision we make needs to be viewed through this lens or we will all look 
back on ourselves with our head in our hands and shame in our hearts. 
 

4 There is, of course, a climate emergency, and it is caused by climate change.  To deny the first is to deny the 
second.  Possibly our MP does not wish the term “emergency” to be used, as it would draw attention to present and 
past governments’ inadequate response.  “Change” is a weaker term, implying something happening gradually, not 
something that is already urgent.  It is notable that an attempt has already been made on Facebook to dilute the 
discussion, under a non-political disguise. 
 
However, it is important that the Town Council avoids getting caught up in a politically driven debate.  To avoid this, 
the discussion must be couched in apolitical terms. To do otherwise would be to fall into a trap that would be divisive 
and counterproductive. 
 
There are some terms that might be avoided.  Climate Action Groups, in particular sounds, rather 
provocative.  “Action Groups” could be perceived as a sort green neighbourhood watch - or worse. “Green Task 
Forces” might sound more positive. Working with existing community groups, such as Aylsham in Bloom, schools, 
churches, Aylsham Rotary, and Aylsham Show, would also yield positive results. 
 
In all other respects, there is much to be praised in the proposals, and little to be dismissed.  As regards additional 
costs, the threat caused by the climate emergency will have longer term costs than a marginal cost now, and even 
this could be offset by savings elsewhere.  The current problems in Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands make this 
very clear. 
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It will be absolutely essential to ensure residents have decisions explained clearly to them with the benefits to them, 
their children, and their grandchildren fully demonstrated. Unless the residents (of all ages) “take ownership” of the 
strategy, it will not succeed. 
 
To offer some more immediate (and low cost) suggestions : 
 

• An unmown  strip at the southern edge of the Recreation Ground abutting Burgh Road would, together with 
the unmown verge adjacent, make a useful wildlife corridor.  It would provide an area for children and their 
parents to look at wildlife, by attracting bugs and butterflies, and more. 

• Verges could be mown at longer intervals and on a higher cut.  This is good for bees and other 
pollinators.  Where possible, leave some unmown, while paying attention to visibility at junctions. 

• Aylsham Slow Food might produce examples of seasonal menus 
• A green competition could be held for different school age groups, with appropriate sponsors. 
• Garden Centres and other suppliers should be encouraged to supply peat-free compost, and to explain why. 
• Just Aylsham or the North Norfolk News could ask their readers to submit photographs of their greening 

efforts, and to explain the positive outcomes achieved. 
• “Green Aylsham” social media accounts could be a means of showing both individual and Council initiatives. 

 
Finally, you have asked for people to be actively involved.  We are members of Aylsham Parish Church, and are 
actively assisting in the green church efforts there. We would be willing to help further, where our age and our 
existing roles permit.  Given that many retired people have substantial family and other commitments , there may be 
scope for “micro-volunteering”, allowing for short-term involvement whenever practical. 
 
Best wishes for this campaign 
 

5 I read with great interest the article in Just Aylsham about the possibility of the town declaring a climate emergency 
and write briefly to express my support for this initiative. 
I look forward to hearing more about how this develops and to offering support if I am able. 
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I read your initiative on Climate Emergency- or change, a very positive and commendable move on the part of the 
council. We should all do what we can to look after our environment, but is it too little too late. The BBC's report 
(attached) which was broadcast on Sunday Breakfast showed how critical the situation has become. After viewing 
that report, you'll no doubt agree when I say, too little too late. They are very worried. 
 
Of course we will continue to do our part. We show ourselves as responsible citizens, but the prognosis is not good. 
Many have buried their heads in the sand, life goes on as normal where people blind themselves to what is 
happening. There are those who are anxious about the future, and you feel for them. There are also those like 
yourselves who are trying to address the issue of global warning. The solution though does not rest with world 
leaders, it is beyond their ability, even if they were to achieve zero footprint. It wouldn't be enough. 
 
I would like to share my convictions but that would not be popular, but I will share it with any who would desire to 
know. 
 
Thank you again for doing your part 

6 We are responding to the item in Just Aylsham (July 17th 2021) regarding the declaration of a climate emergency. We 
believe that it would be very wrong and perhaps shameful if the Town Council did not adopt this status, given the 
endless evidence that there truly is a climate emergency. 
 
To do so would ensure that objectives would have to be drawn up in order to bring about change, and Aylsham could 
be held to account if changes were not made. Many years have passed since we gained notoriety for rejecting plastic 
bags (although the policy didn’t really seem to last for long) and it’s time we accepted the continuing and new 
challenges we must all confront. Aylsham should be leading the way rather than avoiding confrontation. Jerome 
Mayhew’s argument that this is a drawback to declaring a climate emergency because some might ‘rebel against it’, 
can only be seen as cowardly.  
 

7 Thank you very much for the article in the latest Just Aylsham magazine. I just wanted to register my complete 
support for you declaring a climate emergency (although perhaps it should be broadened to encompass the wider 
environmental emergency, not just climate), and if you do go ahead and declare it I would very much support the 
actions you take. I would like to give a more detailed response to the suggestions given in the article, which I will do 
soon. 
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8 I am writing because it is my understanding that Aylsham Town Council is considering declaring a climate 
emergency.  I would like to register my support for such a move, in the hope that it would a) focus the Town Council’s 
own activities on measures which would reduce CO2 emissions and also  improve the local environment more 
generally, so that environmental considerations are part of every action taken by the TC,  b) would focus the thoughts 
of individual residents in Aylsham on changes they might make in their own lives to reduce CO2 and other 
environmentally detrimental effects such as single use plastics and littering, and c) provide an impetus for businesses 
in Aylsham to consider how they might contribute to reducing harmful environmental practices (eg, become plastic 
bag free). 

9 I am writing to support your proposal for a climate state of emergency for Aylsham. This may inspire other local 
councils to do the same and would be a positive step forward in starting to address the dramatic climate changes 
happening worldwide. 
 
I have been a resident of Aylsham for 20 years. 
 
 

10 Yes please to absolutely anything to do with this subject, from a resident and business owner in red lion street 
 

11      I am writing to support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
 
     This is a worldwide crisis that must not be ignored any longer. At the same time it’s a crisis that must be addressed 
locally. We all bear responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. Your list of the 
actions and policies that could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive.  
     Please follow through on this proposed action! 
 
     As a resident of Aylsham I look forward to seeing this proposal being realised. 

12 I am writing to express my support of your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
 
We're facing a worldwide environmental crisis that must not be ignored any longer. It’s a crisis that is also felt and 
must be addressed locally. We all bear responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. 
Your list of the actions and policies that could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive. 
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As a local North Norfolk resident I use shops and the market in Aylsham on a regular basis, my child went to school in 
Aylsham and we have many friends in the town. I am very pleased to see the initiative you’re taking and I sincerely 
hop that it will be agreed 

13 I wholeheartedly support declaring a climate emergency in Aylsham and would work on anything suggested to help 
this.  

14 Please find below some thoughts and comments in response to the article in Just Aylsham 
Energy use and generation: Community owned renewable energy projects are often met with less opposition if local 
people feel they can directly benefit in some way. I know these happen all over the country but I’m not familiar with 
any details about them. 

Bulk purchases. There are several different ways this could be done, for example SUMA are an ethical wholefood 
company who provide a wholesale service and can deliver to community groups who place one big order. The refill 
service that the Quakers offer at the farmer’s market is another very good example of this, they bulk buy large 
volumes of products such as cleaning, laundry and washing products, people take their containers for refills, at a low 
cost, and the large containers used for the products are returned and reused.  

Opposing high Carbon developments: sounds good but don’t know how this fits in with national planning policy, 
wouldn’t that need to change first? 

Reduce pesticide use, yes commercial and domestic growers should be discouraged from using pesticides, again for 
commercial growers this would need to be part of a wider national policy. Local projects who grow food without 
chemicals should be supported and encouraged, such as Eves Hill Veg Company, who grow at Booton and in Aylsham. 
Also the Papillon Project, the charity who develop school gardens for growing veg. Allotment holders could be 
discouraged from using pesticides, although I know many don't anyway. 

The waste hierarchy, (for more details see the Defra Guidance on Applying the Waste Hierarchy document)  has 
prevention at the top. So minimising what we produce and consume in the first place is the priority.  This would 
include refill services to prevent packaging being used (food, other household products), as mentioned previously the 
Quakers refill service is an excellent example. Encouraging more of this in the town would be good, either in existing 
shops or a new shop/stall. Discouraging high consumption of goods we don’t really need/poor quality goods with a 
short life is also here at the top.  Reuse is the next one down. This would include encouraging people to hang on to 



Climate Change Comments     Page 8 of 13 

what they have for longer, or the reselling/redistribution of unwanted items. This is already done widely in Aylsham 
with our four charity shops, the Monday Sale at the Church, the Car Boot sale, garage sales, and other sales that 
sometimes happen. Also selling on Facebook/Gumtree/other similar online sites. These are all great for redistributing 
and reusing unwanted things and should be encouraged. Refurbishing/upcycling/repairing items is a really important 
stage which sometimes gets overlooked, especially the repair part. It can be difficult to find places/people to repair 
things so people tend to dispose of things and buy new to replace. There are companies around who can repair, these 
should be promoted more, in a compiled list would be great, that people could refer to. The Men’s Shed 
Association  is a great network of Men’s Sheds, and they often do repairs or make things. That would be useful to 
have in the town! Recycling still often gets mentioned in discussions about the environment but is a bit outdated as it 
is way down the hierarchy now. It should only be done after the stages above it have been done. And not all recycling 
is the same, some materials degrade when recycled and have a limited recycling life, especially plastic. Glass and 
metal doesn’t degrade with repeated recycling. Recycling should not be seen as the answer to waste problems, as 
collecting and recycling the materials uses huge amounts of energy and resources still. But obviously it should still be 
prioritised over disposal. Home composting of green waste is included here and should be encouraged. 

Financial investments by the town council are important, many banks still invest in fossil fuels and other 
environmentally damaging or unethical activity, an ethical bank should be used. 

Yes the Climate change implications of decisions should always be considered 

Of course all new homes should be built to the highest modern standards or energy efficiency, although I don’t mind 
new houses being built I always despair at how outdated they are, but this needs change at a national level and has 
been way too slow to happen. If it can be done using the Neighbourhood Plan that sounds good. Being close to 
amenities is good, but having good walking/cycling links is essential. I was shocked when I moved to Aylsham at how 
difficult it can be to walk safely through many parts of the town, especially with small children/pushchairs/people in 
wheelchairs. The new pavement in Penfold street is a good start but there are many more areas that need looking at, 
Cawston Road for example is terrible for pedestrians!  

The recent restrictions during the Covid pandemic have shown that most people are willing to comply with changes 
made to their lives, when there is good reason and it is explained. A minority might have ‘rebelled’ against it, but that 
is not a reason to not do something.  
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15 Yes there may be cost implications, sometimes doing the ‘green’ thing can cost more. I certainly spend more buying 
organic/faitrade/good quality food and household goods. But I feel the cost to the planet is greater, and we all end up 
paying for things harming our health and environment. As things shift in the markets, at national government level 
and in taxation, the cost of being ‘green’ will come down.  

16 We were pleased to read that our town council is considering declaring a climate emergency.  
We have been residents of this lovely town for 48 years and while we realise that it must grow we do hope that by 
declaring a state of emergency due consideration will be given to ensure any development is as environmentally 
friendly aa possible. 
We are appalled at the amount of traffic through the town’s narrow streets, much of it one-person cars which greatly 
pollute the atmosphere. 
We do hope our Town Council will feel able to take this important step now and be an example to others as well as 
bringing some hope for the future of generations to come. 

17 I am writing to support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
 
There is a worldwide crisis that can no longer be ignored, and it is a crisis that must be addressed locally. We all bear 
responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. The list of the actions and policies that 
could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive. 
 
I live in Tuttington and I am ready to help put any helpful new actions into place, as soon as possible, and it is with 
great hope that I look forward to seeing this proposal being realised. 

18 Many members of the Quaker Meeting here in Aylsham were delighted to read in the Aylsham Post that the Council is 

considering whether it should declare a Climate Emergency to meet the challenges of climate change. 

We, the undersigned members of Aylsham Quakers, write to encourage you to take this step and to affirm our 

support of this initiative. We pledge our support to work with the Council and the local community in any way that we 

can. You will know already that we have been doing a little to encourage the community to reduce plastic waste by 

running the “refill/recycle” stall at the monthly market. We estimate that we have “saved” over 1500 plastic bottles 

from landfill waste so far, whilst providing cost price and environmentally friendly soap and detergent products to the 

community, and we know from our conversations that people are more than willing to “do their bit” to help save the 

planet.  
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Many of us have children and grandchildren and we want to make a world that is fit for them. Whilst it may be the 

case that solutions lie mainly with national and international governments and organisations, we believe that we all 

have a responsibility to make a difference. 

19 I was happy to see in the latest edition of a local magazine that you wish to hear from residents. I am writing to 
support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
This is a worldwide crisis that must not be ignored any longer. At the same time it’s a crisis that must be addressed 
locally. We all bear responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. Your list of the 
actions and policies that could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive. 
As a resident of Aylsham, a mother and a person who cares deeply about our local area I look forward to seeing this 
proposal being realised. 

20 I saw on our local Facebook page that the town council are debating whether we have a climate emergency. This is 
surely self-evident as 97% of climate scientists are in agreement with this.  
 
I would be keen to see local policies and actions that support our transition to a low to zero carbon economy and that 
support wildlife better. 
 
There is a local plan to rewild land in the East called Www.wildeast.co.uk 
 
We could join this and work with the national trust and local residents to leave as much land as possible for wildlife, 
create wildlife corridors, meadows, hedgehog holes and increase areas for nesting birds.  
 
Lift share promotion is important- I have been a member for 5 years and never found anyone to share a journey with!  
 
Lobby the park and ride to include safe bike storage so people can cycle part way to Norwich and ride the rest as it’s 
too far for most people. Include a bus to the Norwich Research Park/ university/ hospital site at peak times from the 
park and ride.  
 
Offer free market stalls to eco-friendly businesses like the Bottle refill stall (not just for the farmers market).  
 
Set up bike it breakfasts at local schools with a cycle promotion officer to spearhead safe cycling for children and 
adults. Walking bus to schools too. 

http://www.wildeast.co.uk/
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Lobby Norwich council to reduce bus fares. It is far too expensive compared to driving. 
 
Set up local composting information at the market to help people understand how to do this and offer subsidies for 
bins. Food waste is a major issue.  
 
Work with other local groups to bring about positive change in our community.  
 
Thanks for debating this - we need to save our planet - there is nothing more important for ourselves, our children 
snd our grandchildren. 
 

21  I understand ATC is considering declaring a climate emergency for Aylsham which I think would be a good idea as it 
would help bring into focus the fact that human beings are responsible for the state of the planet and we should start 
to reduce our carbon footprint. An example might be turning off street lights after midnight ? Children walking to 
school instead of being driven to school ?? The reality is that if each and every one one of us did something then 
collectively it would add up and it would make a difference. People have to buy into the changes they need to make 
and that isn’t about lecturing but more about showing people how changes can be made at an individual level. 
Recycling would at one time been considered to be avant garde but now it’s the norm. 

22 We are writing to support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
This is a worldwide crisis that must not be ignored any longer. At the same time it’s a crisis that must be addressed 
locally.  
 
As a resident of Aylsham and also a local business owner and local employer in Aylsham,  we look forward to seeing 
this proposal being realised. 

23 I am writing in support of your proposed declaration of a climate emergency.  I was extremely encouraged to see your 
proposed actions and policies and fully support them. 
 
The reality and the implications of our changing climate are very clear and we must now act at every level, including 
the local one, and now is the time for those in authority to set an example and show the way. 
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As an environmental artist whose work has explored the landscape of north Norfolk for 30 years, I have been very 
aware of the loss of biodiversity and the changing coastline of our county, and I very much hope that you will adopt 
the climate emergency so that we can begin to make the necessary changes to safeguard our homes, our county and 
our planet. 

24 I completely support Aylsham Town Council in declaring a climate emergency.  Aylsham will then stand shoulder to 
shoulder with many great cities.  

25 For what it's worth, mine is another voice in favour of Aylsham declaring a Climate Emergency. The Council should 
have the courage to lead not follow behind. 
 
I fear, however, that this is another item on the agenda of Culture Wars. Posts by XX and responses to YY’s post 
confirm this. We are in an age when everyone thinks they are an expert, however much - or however little - they have 
read 

26 I am writing to support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
 
This is a worldwide crisis that must not be ignored any longer. At the same time it’s a crisis that must be addressed 
locally. We all bear responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. Your list of the 
actions and policies that could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive. 
 
As a permanent resident of Aylsham, with a passion for community and the environment, I look forward to seeing this 
proposal being realised. 

27 I was delighted to hear that you a considering declaring a Climate Emergency. 
I support this idea wholeheartedly. 
 
The future is looking pretty grim and I believe the best way for individuals to tackle the Climate and (lets not forget) 
Ecological crisis is working together locally. You have some excellent ideas to take forward. We must pool our 
resources and talents to cut carbon emissions and waste far less of our essential commodities. 
Aylsham is my local town and I’m so pleased that you are taking this, the biggest problem humanity has ever faced 
seriously. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing this proposal accepted and put into action. 
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28 I am writing to support your proposed declaration of a climate emergency. 
This is a worldwide crisis that must not be ignored any longer. At the same time it’s a crisis that must be addressed 
locally. We all bear responsibility for what is happening and we must all adjust our ways of living. Your list of the 
actions and policies that could be brought about under your leadership is far-reaching and positive. 
As a resident of Aylsham, raising my small children here and looking for ways to teach them how to be part of a 
responsible community, I look forward to seeing this proposal being realised. 

 
 
 
 

Ref Comment 

A 
I'm sad that you're spearheading this divisive climate "emergency" rather than listening to the opposing but compromising 
viewpoint. When councillors voiced their concerns about climate "emergency", you simply stopped the "vote". You said let's 
asked the public to get support. And yet I remember well, you were not pleased when people raised their concerns about the 
traffic restrictions which you thought was right.  
 
You could have promoted a "compromise" for the aims you are listing in the article. We would have all supported you and 
Patrick in setting up an Environmental Policy for the town. But insisting to use politically dynamite expression of the word 
"emergency", you have shown you are quite politically driven and not so objective as the officers should be or act.  
 
This email is in response to your "have your say". 

 


